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Home & Hearth  

Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity (BAHFH) was very pleased to hold 2 groundbreakings for the start of the 
2010 build season.  The first was held on April 3, 2010 for Pat Sheppard and his granddaughter Madelyn.  The 
second was for Jeremy & Michele Klingbile and their 5 children was held on May 13, 2010.  The homeowners 
were joined in celebration by family, friends, and members of their church, with church friends and volunteers 

bringing the lunches. 

 

These new Habitat homes will be BAHFHôs 40th and 41st homes since it began in 1995.  The Sheppard home is 
located on West 16th Ave South in Brookings.  When it is finished, it will have been supported by Brookings County 
Rural Development.  The Klingbile home is located on 15th St S near the Camelot school and is being sponsored 

by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 

 

Pat Sheppard, will join in the building of his home by putting in 300 sweat equity hours.  The Klingbileôs will be  
putting in 500 sweat equity hours.  The difference in sweat equity hours is based on the number of adults in the 

home. 

 

BAHFH is transforming families, neighborhoods and communities with each home built.  Each Habitat home is a 

visible statement about our mission: ñGodôs People building homes for families in needò. 

 

You can participate in every groundbreaking by joining the Groundbreakers Club and pledging a donation each 

time Habitat breaks ground on a new home (4-5 per year). 

 

 

First Two Groundbreakings of 2010 

Pat and Madelyn Jeremy & Michele Klingbile and family 



 

 
 

òDo nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,  

but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.   

Let each of you look not to your own interests,  

but to the interests, of others.   

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.ó   

Phillipians 2:3-5 

 

Each time a volunteer comes with their gifts and talents and offers their service to building a new Habitat 
home, they have looked not to just their own interests but to the interests of others whether it be for a 

grandfather and grandchild or mothers and fathers with their sons and daughters. 

 

Each time a donor or corporation makes a grant or financial donation available for the materials of a new 
Habitat home, they have looked not to just their own interests but to the interests of others. 

 

Each time a homemade meal is brought and shared with workers; each time an envelope is stuffed and   
another newsletter is on its way; each time a new page is designed for a website or a pamphlet; each time 

a house is scraped and painted in lovely new colors; each time an item is brought to the ReStore for      
resale; and each time committees and board meet to plan the next stepéé.. 

THEY HAVE LOOKED NOT TO JUST THEIR OWN INTERESTS BUT TO THE INTEREST OF OTHERS. 

 

Each time God listens, to your prayers, supplies you with a beautiful sunset, answers the dreams and desires of 
your heart, helps you overcome obstacles that are overwhelming, heals a broken spirit or hurting body, forgives 

our sins, lifts you up and carries you when the load is heavy, reveals Himself more clearly and profoundly, satisfies 

you with good things that He has promised, gives you truth, love, grace and joy so you may share it with othersé 

HE TOO HAS LOOKED NOT TO JUST HIS OWN INTERESTS BUT THE INTERESTS OF YOU. 

 

Friends, thank you so much for making Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity one of your own 

special areas of interest.  Currently, we too are facing many additional struggles due to            

economics but we know you are there for us and we deeply appreciate your support and concern.  

Each time you help us meet the interests of needy families, you have honored us and we humbly 

send you our gratitude and appreciation.      

 

Connie Swain, Executive Director 
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A Message from Executive Director Connie Swain 

HOME & HEARTH 

Keep up to date on all Habitat events  

www.brookingsareahabitat.org 

or become a friend on Facebook  
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A Brush With         

Kindness 

 
Bringing back pride of       

ownership to elderly,          

disabled, or low income 

homeowners. 

 

We paint the exteriors of 

houses and do minor repairs 

for homeowners who are    

unable to maintain the       

exterior of their homes. 

Home Construction 

 
Building new homes from the 

ground up for low income       

families. 

 

We build energy-efficient 

homes for low income families 

in need, using owner sweat  

equity and volunteer labor. 

We Need Volunteers 
to paint in White, Astoria, Volga & Sinai 

Volunteer with Habitat without the commute to Brookings! 

We are painting outside from 9am to 4pm Monday through Saturday.  Groups can paint     

evenings or a particular day that fits their schedule by arrangement.  Paint whatever hours you 

have available. 

We are building in Brookings Wednesdays and Saturdays or other days and evenings by           

arrangement.  You can build half a day, or the entire day.  We build homes from the ground up, so 

we can use any talents you have. We also train volunteers.  Learn a new skill!   

We supply lunch for volunteers working all day.  You can provide a meal for workers, sign up 

for a day (singly or a group) that works for you and we will get you the information you need.  

For either painting or building, you can sign up singly, with a couple of other people, or a larger 

group.  We will keep track of your volunteer hours for your company. 

 

Volunteering brings deep personal satisfaction and a sense of accomplishment for a job well 

done. 

 

Contact us for more information or to sign up!! 

         

To volunteer: Call the office at 692-5601 and ask for Susan or send an          

e-mail to bahfh5@brookings.net 

Visit our website   www.brookingsareahabitat.org or look us up on Facebook. 

Come Work With Us!!  

mailto:bahfh5@brookings.net
http://www.brookingsareahabitat.org
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7th  Annual Habitat Golf Tournament  

7th Annual Habitat Golf Tournament 

Saturday, June 19, 2010 

Brookings County Club @ 7:30am 

Over 20 silent auction items ð from 

golf balls to fancy dinners and free 

hotel getaways! 

Many of you in the Brookings community have helped make this 

event a huge success in the past and we look forward to         

partnering with you again this year!  Call your friends and form a 

team!  The cost for a team of four is $250 or $70 for an               

individual.   

Call Kara at 605-692-5601 to register your team.  Itõs first come 

first serve so register your team right away.   

You donõt want to miss out on the opportunity to help families in 

need build a new Habitat home. 

  What better way to spend a Saturdayé.Golfing for a cause!   

 

Sponsorships are still available! 

Habitat needs  

fun-loving golfers! 

 
A Tournament for 

ALL skill levels 
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I am the oldest of eight children and the following statement was often heard in our home, ñBecause I said so.ò It always 
sounded a little crazy to me until I heard it coming out of my own mouth one day when I was frustrated with one of my kids. 
Then it seemed to make perfect sense. We do not always have time as parents to explain all the whys and wherefores of why 
a certain action is prudent so we just say ñBecause I said soò. Our experience of life has given us the wisdom we need to make 
that decision. 
 
I wonder if that is what God feels sometimes. We have his Word which gives us clear directions for living a Godly life but we 
donôt always understand the reasons behind it so we rebel. God knows why and so He will often not give a long explanation, 
He just says, ñBecause I said so.ò 
 
We are commanded to love one another and give of ourselves so others will not be without but we baulk and say you really did 
not mean this one. He is too sinful or surely not that one he is too weird. Yes, He says, I meant all of my children, ñBecause I 
said so.ò 
 
Please help us. We need your time, talents and treasure to help the ones who need a hand up. Send a donation in the         
envelope provided, make a call to the office and ask what kind of help they need, ñBecause He said so.ò 
 
God Bless You, 
 
Janet Gerjets 
President of the Board of Directors for 
Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity 

Board President Janet Gerjets        

A Fantastic Day for Women Build 2010 

      

      

 

 

     Saturday, May 8th at the home of Pat Sheppard and Madelyn was the day,  area 

women were the workers for Women Build 2010.  This event is a partnership       

between Habitat for Humanity International and Loweõs Home Improvement.  

Loweõs sponsored clinics on jobsite safety and power tools along with siding        

installment, and is donating $5,000 in product to the Sheppard home.  Loweõs        

employees were also involved in the build. 

 

     Twenty-one women donated 110 hours of labor and almost completely sided the 

home.  Altrusa provided a wonderful noon meal that was greatly appreciated.       

Volunteers provided cookies and bars for the 1:00 program where elected officials 

from District #7, Carol Pitts and Pam Merchant, were featured speakers. 

 

     Habitat for Humanity picked the week of Motherõs Day to hold the Women Build 

event to showcase the number of women who are heads of households with        

children living in sub-standard housing.  We had one mother-daughter team attend.  

Pat and Mady join Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity in giving heartfelt thanks to 

all who attended and gave their time and talents to this one day build. 


